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e came, he saw, and he almost

conquerad. New Zealand Top Bike

racer, Athol VWilliarns almest pulled

off the unthinkable ar the recent
Winternationals; he came within 4 couple of
rmetres of winning the euvent,

In the wesks eading up to the Winlers twas
a-case of Athol who?

Mo there is-anothor sik-second Top Bike
Leaim capable running with the hkes of and
winmirig against Jay Uplon, Brett Stevens; Troy
Mclean, Kim Stevens and Craig Borwick thes
COMING S0a500.

Williams, wha has not been radng Top Bike
all thal long Ras decidedd o leave his bike and
equipment mn Australiz up until at Ioast the
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MNalinals al Wilkwibank in September.

And if Williame has reasonable siiccess
in Australa he may cven complete the [ull
ZO0GTT season,

Al the Winters lest day the weckend poior to
tho event, Williams ran his first-ever sik-second
pass, & B.725ec at 210mph. His previous best
fime was a 7.57%ec recorded in Mew Zealand in
edrly Jantary a0l which was also the quickest-
eyor bike time reconded in that country,

Then at the Winternationals, Willianms ran
three mone sicaecond passes, each one a new
personal best.

Alter qualilying in third spot behind Brett
Stovens (B.52 H208.73) and Kin Stevens
{B.A23210.48) with a 6.7 76sec al 2131 Zimph,
Williarms then man a:6. 7 75ecat 204 83 mph o
hann on o defeat & guicker and faster finishing
Jay Uplon (6. 7554212 87) i round ano.

Williams (7 312/158.28) Uhen ran 4 sodoin e
semi final after Phil Parker could not start. in the
final Williams 1an & 6.623s0c at 210, 28mph in
his farmow loss to Brott Stevens (6.507/714.19),

“When | came over to Australia, | had done
v Tid-seven Second passes, a 7.5sec and
T8, Williarmes said after the final

“AI | was hoping 1o do was get into the field
of eight. | did belicve | would end up being third
uialificr.

“Wie've run 0 Ssec guickor than we have
evel (ol biefore and wo've run close ta S0mph
guicker than wo've ever rop Lack home in Mew
Zealand.”

Williars pul the improvement in-his times
ant speed down bothe prepamtion of the
Willwhiank track and the help he received 1rom
Jay Upton.

“The difference, most definitely the track.

ponle =i wateh ‘out for the bumps in Lhe
{1 hand lane here (Willoawhanky, but I'm sl
siting to find one. And people say you leap

‘a liff at the cnd (past the (insh ine), Bul

still waiting to find that diff as well. the
chois Tlat, its prepoed well — it's great.

“| think | ended up & bil of & wild card (at the

intermnationals). Mobody knew the polential of

ysell or the hike, "

Williams, 50, a lormer Mavy engineer and

“how part owner of Stud Welding NZ, has only
been racing Tap Bike since October last year

He bouahl 1is Puma bike from UK Top Bike
racer Ty Hannam in July last year The bike
arrived in Mew Fealand in August and Williams
had Bis first nde oncit in Ociober- at 3 test '’
tune day at Charpion Dragway, Meremere,
which did-not o that well alter various
fmechanical falllites and breakages induding
drwve Chiain, dive and Blower belts, sprag,
sprockets, pistanhead meftdown and broken
cam shaft,

Aoveeek lateR AWIEmS Lorpeled in his (st
cvent with the ngin bike gl Ruapuna near
C heistchwarch on Qotoher 24,

He: ch fowr passes an st day and wiile
they wene nol L full posaer all the way down
the track, Williarns did fLin & 1.9 36se GO time
o his second pass, Whit]y Bxceeded Hannahs
personal best of 116950 st the same mark

I January, Willams taced Uptan in aseries of
mateh races al the new Lakeside nternational
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Dragway, aupo-and al Champsion Draguway,

Willisris will now race in the Trans fasman
(bike) Challenge at the Palmyra all bike cvent
on August 12 and al Hidden Valley, Darwin an
August 19, He then plans 1o race at the East
Const Mationaks at Western Sydney International
Dragway, September 1-2, then the Mationals at
Willowbank from Seplember 15-17,

Williams, whao first starled drag rading on
a Kawasaki 200 in AAPRD, and on which he
hield the New Zealand class record at 107458
in the late 19705, said he decided to come
o Avstralia to race after beliending Danwin
Mcrditied Bike racers Steve and Margio Maris
when they raced in Mew Tealand several years
ago.
“After rmcing the Kawssak, | then crewed
o Miks Gearing's Top Tucl Oragster m Mow
Zealand for sprme 10 years, then ot back into
scuba diving. Drag racng (n New Zealdnd weas
on.a bitof 3 down il spiral, so lobsters and
stalligs saunderd good for-a whilc.

"Then, i 2003, Brett Stevens Toured New
Foaland with two Top Doorslarmmers, a skid car,
T fuel |Harloys and bwo ex-Kiwa hangers on
{ram Daswin, Marge Hoggard and Stove Pars,
they gut marred on a lator top 1o Mew Tealand

“So-off to the local track went Lo sonfl Mitro,
b Wlargie decided o Cimb ol her bike while
frn full motion. | collected her bike the follow
i maorning and got it up and nenning for thie
Tolleneng eeting, which she warn

“Stewve and Margie then asked mio to crow
for Lhe last meeting at the local track arel |
was hooked agairi.

“Stewe and Margic Paris came back to New
Zealand with a 207t container and seven drag
bekes from-Damvin and Alice Springs Just over
twelve months ago, in tebruany and March
st year

“Cur place was their base and | moved
them arcund (New Zealand). They really got
e back into drag racng, ™ Willizms said

“Aiter | beight this (Purna) bike early
lasi yeai, | hien started arranging a trip to
Australia.

"From Willowbank we're going Mackay ’
iPalmyra) to an all bike meeting, which is the .
start of the Trans Tasman Challenge. Sic hikes
camc across from Mew Zealand Lo do the Trans
Tasmarn.

“From dMackay we then go to Daiwin the
foliowing weekend for the second leg of the I’
Trans Tasman Challenge and then at the end . 8
of August, beginning of Septeinber We go .I
Lo Sydney for the opening meeting there, .
then we come back 1o Willowbank for the
Mationals Seplember Sa by the time we (et "‘r_"r
September hopefully everyone will kinow who =8
Athal Williams is. '

“|| we get to Seprember and wio dfe well ups
in the puinls | will probably leave the bike hetg
far the rest of (he championship ﬁﬂ'ries._ Thiat
will be a goal now,* Williams said S5
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